
CHAPTER 16: “A FOREST WALK” 
WORDS 
impute 
Listlissness 
Scrofula 
QUESTIONS 

1. Where does Hester plan to meet Dimmesdale?  Why? 
2. Describe the scene with Hester and Pearl in the sunlight.  What symbolic meaning 

could the sunlight have?  Why does sunlight shine on Pearl and not on Hester? 
3. What story has Pearl heard about the “black man”? 
4. What does Hester mean when she says, “Once in my life, I met the Black Man.  

This scarlet letter is his mark.” 
5. Why does Pearl think the minister holds his hand over his heart?  How is there 

symbolic truth in what she says? 
NOTES: 

CHAPTER 17:  “THE PASTOR AND HIS PARISHIONER” 
WORDS 
Contiguity 
fervently 
malignity 
Misanthropy 
satiating 
QUESTIONS 

1. How has Dimmesdale’s secret sin affected his life?  Use a quote to support your 
answers and cite the page number. 

2. What is Dimmesdale’s “secret poison his malignity, infecting all air about him?” 
3. From what does Hester hope to save Dimmesdale by telling him the truth about 

Chillingworth? 
4. Does Hester still love Dimmesdale?  Use a quote to support your answer.  Cite a 

page number. 
5. What is Dimmesdale’s reaction to the truth? 
6. What future plans does Hester suggest to Dimmesdale as a way to escape 

Chillingworth? 
7. Explicate: 

What we did had a consecration of its own. We felt it so!  We said so to each 
other!  Hast thou forgotten it? 

NOTES: 

CHAPTER 18:  “A FLOOD OF SUNSHINE” 



WORDS 
colloquy 
denizen 
Epoch 
expiating 

harrowed 
inscrutable 
Stigma 
tinge 

Trammeled 
zeal 

QUESTIONS 
1. What is Dimmesdale’s decision in response to Hester’s plea that they leave the 

colony?  Cite a quote and page number to support your answer. 
2. Why is the chapter called, “A Flood of Sunshine” ? 
3. What does Hester do that symbolizes putting the past behind them? 
4. What is the sunshine a symbol of? 
5. When Hester throws down her scarlet letter, the transfiguration foreshadowed 

Chapter 13 occurs, and Hester’s beauty returns.  What is the “magic touch” that 
effects the transformation? 

6. Near the end of this chapter, the forest creatures are naturally drawn to Pearl and 
recognize her as “a kindred wildness.”  How do you account for this wildness in 
Pearl? 

7. Explicate: (notice the diction and syntax) 
Such was the sympathy of Nature—that wild, heathen Nature of the forest, never 
subjugated by human law, nor illumine by higher truth—with the bliss of these 
two spirits!  

NOTES: 

 
 


