Detail

Consider:

I rounded the hut and saw a man’s dead body sprawling in the mud. He was an Indian, a
black Dravidian coolie almost naked, and he could not have been dead many minutes. The
people said that the elephant had come suddenly upon him round the corner of the hut,
caught him with its trunk, put its foot on his back and ground him into the earth. This was
the rainy season and the ground was soft, and his face had scored a trench a foot deep and a
couple of yards long. He was lying on his belly with arms crucified and head sharply twisted
to one side. His face was coated with mud, the eyes wide open, the teeth bared and grinning
with an expression of unendurable agony.

— George Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant”

Discuss:

1. What is the author’s attitude toward the coolie’s death? What details in the passage reveal
this attitude?

2. Examine the last sentence of this paragraph. How would it have affected the overall im
pact had Orwell written, his eyes wide open, his teeth bared and grinning. . .2

Apply:

Think of an event that you have personally witnessed which horrified you. Your job is to
describe that event and evoke the horror. Do not state or explain that you were horrified.
Instead, use detail to describe the event and reveal your attitude. Share your description with
the class.
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