Detail

Consider:
Under the hard, tough cloak of the struggle for existence in which money and enormous
white refrigerators and shining, massive, brutally-fast cars and fine, expensive clothing had
ostensibly overwhelmed the qualities of men that were good and gentle and just, there still
beat a heart of kindness and patience and forgiveness. )

— John Okada, No-No Boy

Discuss:

1. What does Okada’s choice of detail reveal about his attitude toward money?

2. How would the elimination of and enormous white refrigerators and shining, massive,
brutally-fast cars and fine, expensive clothing modify the meaning and effectiveness of the
sentence? Fill in the chart below with details that support your understanding of Okada’s
attitude toward money.

Money Details People Details

Apply:

Choose a general noun then list three concrete noun phrases that reflect your opinion of the
general noun. For example, Okada uses money as a general noun. He then expresses his
opinion of money with detailed noun phrases: enormous white refrigerators; shining, massive,
brutally-fast cars; and fine, expensive clothing. Share your list with the class.
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