
Hwat WE GBr-Dena in ge2r-dagum 
pEod-cyninga Prym gefriinon, 
h0 aa apelingas ellen fremedon. 

Oft Scyld ScEfing sceapena preatum, 
monegum mkgpum meodo-setla oftEah; 
egsode Eorle, syaaan krest weara 
fEasceaft funden; hE pas  frbfre geb%d: 
wEox under wolcnum, weora-myndum p3h, 
oapat him kghwylc para ymb-sittendra 
ofer hron-r3de hyran scolde, 
gomban gyldan: pat  was gbd cyning! 
D&n eafera was after cenned 
geong in geardum, pone God sende 
folce tb frbfre; fyren-aearfe ongeat, 
pact hie k r  drugon aldor-lease 
lange hwile; him pas  Lif-frEa,, . 
wuldres Wealdend, worold-%re forged, 
BEowulf was breme -blad wide sprang- 
Scyldes eafera, Scede-landum in. 
Sw3 sceal geong guma gbde gewyrcean, 
fromum feoh-giftum on fader bearme, 
pa t  hine on ylde eft gewunigen 

I 
So. The Spear-Danes in days gone by The Danes have 

legends about their 
and the kings who ruled them had B e  and -- greatness. warrior kings. The 

We have heard of those princes' heroic campaigns. 

f i  C o m c ~ ,  ccd c C 

most famous was  
Shield Sheafson, who 
founded the ruling 

There was Shield ~geafson, scourge of many tribes, house 

a wrecker of mead-LgnchcLrampaging among foes. 
This terror of the hall-troops had come far. 
A foundling to start with, he would flourish later on 
as his powers waxed and his worth was proved. 
In the end each clan on the outlying coasts 

f 
beyond the whale-road had to yield to him ~>~,!.\.d; (lir<-.. ,*,, ,.,. :.,:c i,/ 

and begin to pay tribute. That was one good king.) ' 1 ,. d dctc.i:!c .c , { s i : (  \ 

- .  
~Aerwards  a boy-child was born to Shield, 4 5 \ T k 6 '  ( \ \ I  ! , 
a cub in the yard, a comfort sent 3 

3 .- 
by God to that nation. He knew what they had tholed, L L ~ . , , L o ~  

the long times and troubles they'd come through &Jc{ + T ~ ~ ~ A ~  c,? 

without a leader; so the Lord of Life, b A i !  --PX L. 

the glorious Almighty, made this man renowned. 
Shield had fathered a famous son: 
Beow's name was known through the north. 
And a young prince must be prudent like that, 
giving freely while his father lives ,,\ M v  
so that afterwards in age when fighting starts 
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wil-gesipas, ponne wig cume, 
leode gelaten; lof-d&lum sceal 
in megpa gehwaere man gepeon. 

Him 132 Scyld gewBt tb gescaep-hwile, 
fela-hrbr, Eran on FrEan were. 
Hi hyne p B  atberon tb brimes faroae, 
s w a e  gesipas, swB he selfa bad, 
Penden wordurn weold wine Scyldinga, 
leof land-fruma lange a t e .  
PLr aet hgbe stbd hringed-stefna, 
isig ond fit-fiis, aepelinges faer; 
BlBdon P B  leofne PEoden, 
beaga bryttan on bearrn scipes, 
meme be maeste; PLr was m a m a  fela 
of feor-wegum, fraetwa, gel&led. 
Ne hgrde ic cgmlicor ceol gegyrwan 
hilde-wLpnum ond hea4o-wZdum, 
billum ond bymum; him on bearme laeg 
madma maenigo, P B  him mid scoldon 
on flbdes 5ht feor gewitan. 
Nalaes hi hine l a s a n  lkum teodan, 
peed-gestreonum, pon pB dydon, 
be hine aet frumsceafte for4 onsendon 
h n e  ofer g4e umbor-wesende. 
PB g F  hi him Bsetton segen,$gyldenne 
heah ofer heafod, leton holm beran, 
geafon on gar-secg; him waes gebmor sefa, 
mumende mbd. Men ne cunnon 
secgan tb sac, sele-rMende, 
haeleb under heofenum, hwB pern hlaeste onfeng. 
D3 was on burgum BEowulf Scyldinga, 

steadfast companions will stand by him 
and hold the line. B s s k a L s ~ d & d  
is the path to power a m o n g . p e o & ~ ~ ~ p w .  

---" -...- > .  

Shield was --=a- still thriving ex-.Ww when W W  ,-. . h s  s. - time I --- came &ash hub Shreld'sfunnnl 

\hg?~ and he crossed over into the Lord's keeping. 0; jrur 
His warrior band did what he bade them \prtqk i t~,q\ \.N .I,-< .' 

\-2 \ 
when h-w among the Danes: \<;,, a I:_ 
they shouldered him out to the sea's flood, .,, '- . 

@' ,w( the chef they revered who had long ruled them. 
V#u fl\ .\ ring-whorled prow rode in the hirbour, 

ice-clad, outbound, a craft for a prince. 
-.-, ,'LClyd They stretched their beloved lord in his boat, 

laid out by the mast, amidships, 
1 the great ring-giver. Far-fetched treasures 

were piled upon him, and precious gear. 
I never heard before of a ship so well furbished 
with battle tackle, bladed weapons 

40 and coats of mail. The massed treasure 
was loaded on top of him: it would travel far 
on out into the ocean's sway. 
They decked his body no less bountifully 
with offerings than those first ones did 
who cast him away when he was a child 
and launched him alone out over the waves. 
And they set a gold standard up - 
high above his head and let him drift 
to wind and tide, bewailing him 

50 and mourning their loss No man can tell, \ c f r  - 6 ' ' 1 - 

no wise man in hall or weathered veteran ', 

knows for certain who salvaggd - that load. 

Then it fell to Beow to keep the forts. 



leof leod-cyning, longe prZge 
folcum gefrgge; fader ellor hwearf, 
aldor of earde. OpPat him eft onwbc 
heah Healfdene; heold, penden lifde, 
gamol ond g0d-reouw, glade Scyldingas. 
Dftm Eower bearn fora-gerimed 
in worold weun:  weoroda rkswan, 
HeorogBr, ond HrbagHr ond Hglga til; 
hgrde ic p a t .  . . . . was Onelan cwen, 
Heado-Scilfingas heals-gebedda. 

P3 was Hr3gBre here-sped gyfen, 
wiges weora-rnynd, pat  him his wine-magas 
georne hgrdon, oaapat d o  geogoa geweox 
mago-driht micel. Him on m X  be-arn 
p ~ t  heal-reced hBtan wolde, 
medo-am micel men gewyrcean, 
ponne yldo bearn 5fre geffinon, 
ond P&r on innan eall ged&lan 
geongum ond ealdum, swylc him God sealde, 
biiton folc-scare ond feorum gumena. 
D5 ic wide gefragn weorc gebannan 
manigre mggpe geond pisne middan-geard, 
folc-stede fratwan. Him on fyrste gelomp, 
S&e mid yldum, pat hit weara eal-gearo, 
heal-arna m%t; scOp him Heort naman, 
se be his wordes geweald wide hafde. 
He beot n: Zleh, bEagas delde, 
sinc zt symle. Sele hlifade 
heah ond horn-gEap, heado-wylma bZd, 
15aan liges; ne was hit lenge P3 gCn, 
Pat  se ecg-hete Zpum-swerian 
after wal-niae wacnan scolde. 

He was well regarded and ruled the Danes 
for a long time after his father took leave 
of his life on earth. And then his heir, 

Shield's heirs: his 
son Beow succeeded 
by HalJdane, 
Halfdone by 

the great Halfdane, held sway 
Hrothgar 

for as long as he lived, their elder and warlord. 
He was four times a father, this fighter prince: 
one by one they entered the world, 
Heorogar, Hrothgar, the good Halga 
and a daughter, I have heard, who was Onelafs queen, 
a balm in bed to the battle-scarred Swede. ,,~pfi~n, GV\\ i cz r^- - 
The fortunes of war favoured Hrothgar. 
Friends and kinsmen flocked to his ranks, 
young followers, a force that grew 
to be a mighty army So his mind turned 

; to hall-building: he handed down orders 
' for men to work on a great mead-hall 

70 meant to be a wonder of the world forever; 

I it would be his throne-room and there he would dispense 
' his God-given goods to young and old- 

but not the common land or people's lives. 

1 Far and wide through the world, I have heard, 

1 orders for work to adorn that wallstead 
were sent to many peoples. And soon it stood there, 
finished and ready, in full view, 

I the hall of halls. Heorot was the name 
he had settled on it, whose - utterance was law. LC, LC[ 

80 1 Nor did he renege, but doled out rings 
I and torques at the table. The hall towered, 

its gables wide and high and awaiting 
a barbarous burning. That doom abided, 
but in time it would [ome: the k i l l z i z n c t  --.----?.--."".-- 
unleashed among i n m o o d - l u s t  rampant. -I 
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King Hrothgar 
builds Heorot Hall 



' Da se ellen-get earfoalice 
prHge gepolode, si3 be in Pgstrum bad, 
pzt  he dbgora gehwam dream gehprde 
hliidne in healle; PZr wzs hearpan swEg, 
swutol sang scopes. Szegde sE be c Q e  
frumsceaft fira feorran reccan, 
cwzed p s t  se &lmihtiga eoraan worhte, 
wlite-beorhtne wang, swa wzeter bebiigeth 
gesette sige-hrepig sunnan ond mbnan 
leoman tb leohte land-biiendum, 
ond gefrzetwade foldan scEatas 
leomum ond lBafum; lif eac gesce6p 
cynna gehwylcum, para ae  cwice hwyrfap. 
Sw2 a2 driht-guman drEamum lifdon, 
eadiglice, oaazet l n  ongan 
fyrene fremman Eond on. helle. 
W z s  se grimma gzst Grendel hiiten, 
mere mearc-stapa, d be mbras heold, 
fen ond fzesten; fifel-cynnes eard 
won-sAi wer weardode hwile, 
sipaan him Scyppend forscrifen hzefde 
in Caines cynne- pone cwealm gewrzec 
Ece Drihten, hzes be he Abel slbg. 
Ne gefeah hE pLre fehae, ac he hine feor for 
Metod for Pg mane, man-cynne fram. 
Panon untgdras ealle onwkon, 
eotenas ohd ylfe ond orcneas, 
swylce gigantas, Pa wia Gode wunnon 
lange prage; hB him azes lean forgeald. 

Gewat dB nEosian, sypdan niht becbm, 
hean hiises, hii hit Hring-Dene 

Then a powerful demon, a prowler through the dark, Heorot I S  lhrealer ' nursed a hard grievance. It harrowed him 
\ '  

to hear the din of the loud banquet C(L,L\ (7.6 ndr, Clz 
every day in the hall, the harp being struck tY " I *  

,, ' and the clear song of a skilled poet 
telling with mastery of man's beginnings, y&\ ,<bU 5 T\ 
how the Almighty had made the earth c ,$." 

ca 
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a gleaming plain girdled with waters; 

in His splendour He set the sun and the moon 
(.I " 

to be earth's lamplight, lanterns for men, 

and filled the broad lap of the world 

with branches and leaves; and quickened life 

in every other thing that moved. 

wrzec, 

i 

So times were pleasant for the people there 

until finally one, a fiend out of hell, 

began to work his evil in the world. 

Grendel was the name of this grim demon 

haunting the marches, marauding round the h e  11 . .  

and the desolate fens; he had dwelt for a time ,h 'ifi.)<, 
~.,,.,, . "/ 

in misery among the banished monsters, 

Cain's clan, whom the Creator had outlawed 

and condemned as outcasts. For the killing of Abel 

the Eternal Lord had exacted a price: 

Cain got no good from committing that murder 

because the Almighty made him anathema 

and out of the curse of his exile there sprang 

ogres and elves and evil phantoms 

and the giants too who strove with God 
time and again until He gave them their reward. 

So, after nightfall, Grendel set out 

for the lofty house, to see how the Ring-Danes 

Grendel, a nlonsl, 
descendedhon~ 
"Cain's clan," 
begins lo prowl 

Grendel attacks 
Heorol 


